
 
 
 
NEWS RELEASE 
 
Wi-Fi Urgently Needs More Spectrum According to the DSA and PIP in 
Latest Research Paper  
The new paper explains how the 6 GHz band can be used to deliver a step-change in 
connectivity 
 
Washington D.C., USA, 16 November 2020: With over half of all the connections to the 
Internet starting or ending with Wi-Fi access and demand for broadband connectivity surging 
worldwide, Wi-Fi urgently needs access to the 6 GHz frequency band; this is the conclusion of 
a new paper published by the Dynamic Spectrum Alliance (DSA) and Policy Impact Partners 
(PIP), which represent multiple digital companies. 
 
Focused on Europe, the Middle East and Africa (ITU Region 1), the paper calls on the EU to 
ensure that the EC Decision on licence-exempt access to the lower 6 GHz band is adopted 
without delay, and then implemented in national regulations early in 2021. This is crucial for 
Europe to alleviate congestion in existing licence-exempt spectrum and to support the highly 
capable Wi-Fi 6E devices that will be rolled out this year and next. The paper also calls on 
administrations in the Middle East and Africa to open the lower 6 GHz band (5925-6425 MHz) 
and consider licence-exempt access to the upper 6 GHz band (6425-7125 MHz).  
 
“Used for every aspect in our lives such as remote education, work and commerce, Wi-Fi 
needs greater spectrum access in the 6 GHz band to effectively support the modern digital 
ecosystem,” said Dr. Martha Suárez, President of the Dynamic Spectrum Alliance. “With 
access to wide 160 MHz channels in the 6 GHz band, Wi-Fi 6E will be able to deliver very robust 
connectivity that can enable truly immersive and compelling multimedia experiences.”   
 
To enable the world to fully benefit from Wi-Fi 6E – a new generation of Wi-Fi technology – 
governments should make the 6 GHz band available for usage by licence-exempt technologies.  
The paper explains that Wi-Fi 6 enables an efficient use of the spectrum in terms of access, 
ensuring that existing incumbent services can continue to thrive in the band while meeting 
the growing demand for wireless capacity with more throughput, connected devices and 
coverage. 
 
“The COVID-19 pandemic is highlighting the critical need to bring reliable broadband to many 
more people and communities,” added Herman Schepers, Founder and Director of Policy 
Impact Partners. “That won’t happen unless both licensed and licence-exempt wireless 
technologies have access to the spectrum they need. People should have the flexibility to use 
the technology best suited to their budget, their use case and other local factors, whether 
that be 4G, 5G, Wi-Fi or another unlicensed technology.” 
 
If countries across the world were to enable licence-exempt access to the entire 1200 MHz of 
the 6 GHz band, the global digital ecosystem would benefit from major economies of scale. 
This would reduce costs for end-users and allow people to benefit from innovative new 
services that harness the capabilities of Wi-Fi 6E. Countries that have opted for a rapid 
deployment of 5G, such as South Korea and the U.S., recognize the need to allow licence-
exempt access to the entire 6 GHz band. 

http://dynamicspectrumalliance.org/
https://policyimpactpartners.com/


 
 
The full paper is available here. For more information, please contact:  
 
Proactive PR 
Email: dsa@proactive-pr.com 
Phone: +44 1636 704888. 
 
About the Dynamic Spectrum Alliance   
 
The Dynamic Spectrum Alliance is a global organization advocating for laws and regulations 
that will lead to more efficient and effective spectrum utilization. The DSA’s membership 
spans multinationals, small and medium-sized enterprises, academic, research, and other 
organizations from around the world, all working to create innovative solutions that will 
increase the amount of available spectrum to the benefit of consumers and businesses alike.   
For more information, visit: http://www.dynamicspectrumalliance.org/.  
 
Keep up to date with the latest DSA activities by following the Dynamic Spectrum Alliance on 
Twitter, Facebook, or LinkedIn. 
 
About Policy Impact Partners 

Policy Impact Partners (PIP) is a global consultancy platform of senior level experts that have 
a trusted reputation for effectively advocating policies that align business and societal goals. 
We specialise in advocacy and analysis across regions and promote dialogue between 
innovators and government to help realize the full potential of connectivity and digital 
transformation. Many of our recent projects focus on reducing the digital divide through 
ensuring more efficient utilisation of spectrum. 

www.policyimpactpartners.com 
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